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Identifying the Suitability of Textbook English for Beginner-level Corpus Data
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Few attempts have been made to use corpora directly in the classroom, especially by foreign language

teachers and learners, because of the difficulty learners have in understanding the concordance

examples retrieved. Furthermore, very little research has examined how difficult corpora texts are for

foreign language learners. This study will examine the reading grade level and word familiarity grade

level of text samples from English high school textbooks used in Japan, China, Korea, and Taiwan, and

various English e-texts available on the Internet. It aims to provide a collection of texts with rated

difficulty level scores that may be particularly useful for beginner level English learners. It is hoped that

using corpora that are more relevant may take corpus usage one step closer to its ideal application.
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L HADHRREL ~ 1 PUEETAR PR
VL1 | HARDREERERIEE T VL US reading grade 1.3 LI'F US grade 2.5 LI'F
LV 2 | BAOERE [3EET - ] BT v~ US reading grade 1.4~5.5 US grade 2.6~3.9
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HAD M [ %5 Reading ] 1587 v~ LIk

US reading grade 6.6 L I~ US grade 5.1 DL |




Table 2 The Reading Grade Level and Word Familiarity Grade Level of Each Textbook

El4 | HhRES R HEAGE DEEAAE | AR
NEW HORIZON ENGLISH COURSE 1 278 1,195 0.2 2.1
Hi2#: | NEW HORIZON ENGLISH COURSE 2 466 2,507 0.8 2.2
NEW HORIZON ENGLISH COURSE 3 463 2,446 1.3 2.5
" UNICORN ENGLISH COURSE I 1,064 6,439 5.2 3.4
Eik¢ | UNICORN ENGLISH COURSE 1I 1,505 | 10,443 5.5 3.9
UNICORN ENGLISH COURSE READING 2,461 | 15,894 _
FiE I AR )W R — Rk L - T 735 13,542 1.6 2.9
ey | SR CET AR MR R AR b - T 1,270 | 26,455 2.1 3.1
WEGH AR T = AR E - TR 1,654 | 31,239 2.5 3.6
Tas i ERETRASTE M (ZED 945 7,271 3.2 3.5
- ETEe P IRERESRASBE M (KE2) 940 6,978 3.2 3.5
FRC | B T AR AR SR B B =M (4 183) | 852 6,571 3.4 3.4
E@EmTREFAESRASBELMS (KED | 1,208 8,079 3.1 3.6
LEE T IRERELREABE LM (WES | 1,349 | 10,278 3.3 3.8
Middle School English 1 580 4,432 1.3 2.6
Hh# | Middle School English 2 757 6,067 1.7 2.7
it ] Middle School English 3 1,098 | 13,085 2.5 3.4
High School English I 1,586 9,851
R
High School English II 1,727 | 10,158
B R B ERERAR English 1 F - T 384 3,041 0.1 2.3
et | B R B EEEA English 2 F - T 706 6,010 1.0 2.7
B R L FERAR English 3 F - T 918 6,326 1.9 2.8
TR TS (—) 918 4,844 3.3 3.1
Gl AR s (D) 1,072 5,701 3.9 3.8
TS TS (2) 1,277 5,959 3.8 3.9
I
AR s () 1,454 7,078 4.4
EHHTE TS (1) 1,568 7,900 4.5
T TS (OF) 1,670 8,634 4.3
LUV D HARDHHRERFES T L~
LV 2 D BRI THEET - I BT v~
- l/’*:/l/ 3 EIZIW)%W r%% Read?ngJ BT L~
LUL 4 D BADOER [ 355 Reading] 157 v~k |k

DIHRET 0 %,

HRBIBFAETO % Th 7, L2

X 2 M EWRESC (N : narrative) & it

tHASC (E : expository)

13, BIEDT43%, BHED26%TH Y, il & FEEN

ZicL7

TXAMI

2—¥2T X2 ELTHHTREFEZ D

Z3 Wb o0, Mz T7X A LHFAET

52 Ebhrb
B (2002) 4002 & B &, FSCHEMOMIETIX, HOLT

23N, —BICRESCO BRI IS R TH L
Vv, ZORHIZ, WRECTH2A N A NFIF HEAETE T
HEWBERTHY, BRI L LADH L DT, WEkd
&1, WHRHFES DT, BAFIIWHEA X —< DM
WBEWEDPTZEDNTELRDTHEEL TS, ATET



Table 3 The Reading Grade Level and Word Familiarity Grade Level of Each Text Collection

74 b0 wh TN e (o e %iiﬁ
1 |Jack and the Beanstalk Joseph Jacobs N 366 1,884 1.4 2.8
2 | The Story of the Three Little Pigs Joseph Jacobs N 189 943 1.5 2.2
3 | The Happy Prince Oscar Wilde N 476 1,731 2.4 3.1
4 |What The Tortoise Said To Achilles Lewis Carroll N 304 1,146 3.1
5 |The Last Leaf O. Henry N 602 1,894 3.3
6 |The Little Match Girl Hans Christian Andersen N 339 997 3.4 3.0
7 | The Gift of the Magi O. Henry N 587 1,849 3.5 3.8
8 | The Tell-Tale Heart Edgar Allan Poe N 520 1,981 3.5 -
9 | The Tempest Mary Lamb N 541 1,888 3.6 3.6
10| The Selfish Giant Oscar Wilde N 355 1,553 4.2 2.5
11| The Adventuer of Charles Augustus Milverton Arthur Conan Doyle N 641 2,189 4.4
12| To Build a Fire Jack London N 635 2,531 4.6
13| The Fad of the Fisherman Gilbert K. Chesterton N 602 2,106 4.6 3.7
14|In Midsummer Days August Strindberg N 642 2,485 4.9 3.6
15| The Shadow and the Flash Jack London N 694 2,169 5.3
16| A Tale about a Queer Client Charles Dickens N 806 2,704
17| A Horseman in the Sky Ambrose Bierce N 748 2,448
18| An Imperfect Conflagration Ambrose Bierce N 439 1,187
19| The Manager FAQ Peter Seebach E 503 2,054
20| The Man and the Snake Ambrose Bierce N 828 2,445
21| The Manager FAQ Peter Seebach E 522 2,266
22|Waiting for the Knock Richard Stallman E 368 1,078
23|RMS lecture at KTH (Sweden), 30. October 1986. Richard M. Stallman E 598 3,551
24 |Interview with Karl Marx R. Landor E 737 2,495
25| Twenty Rules for Writing Detective Stories S.S. Van Dine E 454 1,289
26| A Modest Proposal for Preventing the Children... Jonathan Swift E 865 3,195
27| The Pragmatist of Free Software... Hiroo Yamagata E 392 1,611
28| Why Free Software is better than Open Source Richard Stallman E 461 1,987
29| The Fall of the House of Usher Edgar Allan Poe N 1,075 3,502
30| Why you should use the GNU FDL Richard Stallman E 94 160
31| The Daily Yomiuri Article Sample 1 E 822 2,180
32| The Daily Yomiuri Article Sample 2 E 792 2,0841
33| The Daily Yomiuri Article Sample 3 E 878 2,3781
34| Discourse on the Method of Rightly Conducting the Reason, ... Rene Descartes E 839 4,144
35| The Instinct of Workmanship and the Irksomeness of Labor Thorstein Veblen E 808 3,551
LUV 1 D HARDHSAHREE T L~ L
VoL 2 D BAORRE THERT - T BT L~
- LV 3 EIZIW)%B“& f%?& Reading | 1587 L ~)v
VUL 4 D BARDEL [H5E Reading | 187 v~ Ll
VAL 2ICHENDE T XA NDE L, ASRHEEL WREC% DDLHO a— 2 & L TERT 51203, #kt
WiRESC (N) 28 %\ WIEsCi3 Wik Ly ~OVEEBRICMEH HT XA N T =2 L3RG 2R EH O LELH S,
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ELFIERIL T RAFEE T2 HBHDT,

zxt L, Table3 2B W THBHC(E) oI
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DWFFEIC BT L, WA OFMHII L W E S
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Table4 Comparing English Text Difficulty by Two Indices

AR ESLE R
L)Ll | N2 W2V L~ )L ] | L)L 2
—— 21% 68% 4% 14% 64%
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(0 #) (15 #@) (16 #m) (2 %) (9 )
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100%
80%
60% BlL~/4
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40%
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20%
21 gr~s11
0% '
FEE %

Fig.1 English Text Difficulty by Two Indices
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#2) “Terms like USA, abbreviations like /bs,

like 123, like+, and

monetary amounts like $3.87 —all are treated

numerics symbols
as words. With this in mind, for readability
evaluation purposes, it is normally a good idea
to either select sample text that is absent such
entries, or text that has had such edited out
before using it in Readability.” (Readability
Calculations, p.6)

#3) “a score of 8.0 means that an eighth grader
would understand the document” (“Readability

Web Content

http://wats.ca/resources/

and its Implications for
Accessibility,”
determiningreadability/1)

# 4) “By using and comparing their results a number
of times—with one another, with comprehension
test scores, and with your own judgment—you
may soon determine which of the formulas is
most reliable with your materials.” (Readability
Calculations, p.2)
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