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Assessing Japanese College Qualification Tests Using JSH Text Coverage
and Readability Indices

Kiyomi CHUJO* and Shuji HASEGA WA**

The purpose of this study was to determine the vocabulary and reading levels of Japanese college

qualification tests compared to those of Japanese junior and senior high school (JSH) textbooks. First,

the text coverage of JSH textbooks over the English texts of the entrance examinations was measured.

This resulted in the study finding that although most high school graduates are prepared to take the

Daigaku Center Nyushi, most college entrance exams contain vocabulary that is significantly above the

level of high school graduates. Second, nine readability formulas were applied to the texts of the

entrance examinations and JSH texts. Consequently, most readability scores of the entrance examina-

tions (except those of the Daigaku Center Nyushi) were found to be higher than the ones of the JSH

textbook level. Thus, a long-standing criticism, which claims that entrance examinations are not

appropriate to high school level, seems to be borne out. In consequence, the creators of college and

university entrance examinations would be remiss not to employ this crucial information in the

production of appropriate and effective exams for high school graduates.
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Appendix 1 FEFEAGKRE%Z AT L 72 K54

No. HEjiH K4 DS I S
1 2A13H  FHFEBeRY: SO 1

2 2H25H TR SRS, BOE A

3 2H1H TR LS, RSN, thas 27 2B
4  2H15H  hoek B

5 2H7H [EiawNES S

6 2HI12H FHEHREAY S

7 2R7H N SRR, PR

8 2H9H  MEIIAY A F R — b, B 5 R — Rl
9 2H1H BV RF TR

10 2H2H FallipNES A HFE— SO 13 C HAR— T
11 2H6H BIVEFBERY: U

12 2715 H BHEFERLRY S0

13 2H14H BEHEFRAKRTY BT

14 2H9H LR R LAAEREE 130

15 2H260H  HUEEAY: SO, BB, A AR, R
16 2HI12H AR BT 24

17 2H15H HAKY SCHEAE

18 2HI17TH HAEKE praiitoa

19 2H7H ERNNES P —5

20 2H13H  HAKY FEG TS 25 —8

21 2H10H  HEARKY s 2

22 2H14H HAKE ARLY/RERl s

23 2H1H H AR HEPETLAE

24 2H9H H AR 2 pE TR

25 11 H10H HAKY A RE TR

26 2H21H  HAKY Sy

27 2H1H KRELFRY: CFEB

28 2H4H SRR R A 7 — EBRBILR A, 3 BB — BRI
29 2H25H  AHdbkE SR, BB TRt

30 2H10R8 SRR pGa

31 2H5H HERT AP, T IE TS

32 2H25H  BEIZEKRY BRSSO, AL

33 2H260H  HuUkY SRR, OB, OB, BB, BRR M, PRRI=2E
34 2H25H  HREBNKRY: NSRS, B, RS

35 2H26H  HFpUERNLKRS:  BEREEE, AR

36 2H12H  FEHEERLRY: BEEESIEE—IB

37 2H25H K IR, R, BT

38 2H17TH  HREHK A

39 2H16H  HARHKN bl S

40 225 H  BEEELNCRY BB




Appendix 2 +> ¥ — A (“EFEH)

No. i H
1 1993 4F 1 H SERA RS AR F— ¥
2 1994 4F 1 H R R AR F— ¥
3 1995 4F 1 H SRR A F— AR HEh
4 1996 4F- 1 H SRAKREARE Y T — Y
5 1997 4E 1 H SRR AR I — AR HEE
6 1998 1 H SRR AR T — AR HRE
7 1999 %1 H SRR AR T — AR HEE
8 2000 4£ 1 H SRR AR T — PN
9 2001 4£ 1 H SRR AR T — PN
10 2002 £ 1 H SCRA R AR T — ENGY
Appendix 3 ) —FEY T4 ZEEL 2BBFEOL v 24
AR HREA Lesson %
Hl New Hovizon 1 Let’'s Read 1 HiHEF LY
Let’s Read 2 21 AL 5D Xy £ —2
2 New Horizon 2 Let’s Read 1 Pete and the Orange Men
Let’s Read 3 Secrets of the Earth
/3 New Horizon 3 Let’s Read 2 Hello? Can Anyone Hear Me?
Let’s Read 4 What Is in Our Future?
=Bt Unicorn 1 Lesson 1  The Internet Age
Lesson 5 The Great Journey
Lesson 10 How to React to Familia Faces
= Unicorn Il Lesson 1 A Voyage of Surprised Discovery
Lesson 5  Sleeping with Lions
Lesson 10 I am a Dancer
=3 Unicorn Reading Lesson 1  Manatees
Lesson 5 How Language Works
Lesson 10 A British View of Japan






