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The Development of CALL Material for Grammar

to Improve Communicative Proficiency of Beginning-Level College Students

Asako UCHIBORI* and Kiyomi CHUJO**

The objective of this project has been to develop a CD-ROM program (“TOEIC Grammar”) that will

enable beginner level college students to better understand English grammar in order to improve

communicative proficiency, as measured by the TOEIC test. As a first step, it was important to identify

the most relevant structures to be used in the program. It was noted that noun and verb phrases

frequently appear in TOEIC tests but are not covered in Japanese high school textbooks, so these

structures were chosen as the language target. Next, a careful, step by step teaching tool was created

using Visual Basic programming language. The main features of the software are the use of repetition

in quizzes and exercises, and in providing hints when questions become increasingly difficult. Once

finalized, this CD-ROM material (in conjunction with an additional vocabulary CD-ROM) was used in

three classes for the 2004 spring semester at the College of Industrial Technology, Nihon University, and

pre- and post- TOEIC scores were compared. An increase in scores points to this material as an

effective means for improving students’ communicative skills.
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