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Developing Vocabulary Proficiency Web-Tests

Atsushi YAMAZAKI* and Kiyomi CHUJO**

In recent years, e-learning or online network-based language teaching has become more prevalent in
higher education institutions in many parts of the world. The purpose of this study was to develop a cost
-effective, easily administered and accurate online vocabulary proficiency test. To develop the e-test,
a total of 90 test items were collected from both existing pencil and paper and floppy-disc vocabulary
test programs and were screened for effectiveness using an ‘item discrimination index’. Those items
which did not discriminate test-takers’ proficiency levels were eliminated, resulting in 63 items. Next,
these 63 items were used as the basis of an online test program then given to 235 students in eight
university classes in the fall of 2004, and both scores and feedback were obtained. It was noted that the
test administration went smoothly and easily with no technical problems, resulting in economizing time
and effort for both test-takers and teachers. Most students indicated they found the test to be easily
understood and enjoyable to take, and that they were open to online testing. Test-takers’ questionnaires
provided useful suggestions for improvement. From the success of this trial, our next goal is to develop

more multimedia programs into an online format to promote network-based language learning.
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